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FIVE MEXICAN CITIZENS SENTENCED TO 30 MONTHS FOR
HUMAN SMUGGLING

PHOENIX – Jose Humberto Ramirez-Chavez, 21; Miguel Mendoza-Ontiveros, 21; Hugo
Miguel Zatarain-Villegas, 19; Jonathan Emilio Soto-Sanchez, 19; and Jose Alberto Osuna-Osuna, 19;
all citizens of Mexico, were sentenced here to 30 months, by U.S. District Judge David G. Campbell. 
All five defendants pleaded guilty to Conspiracy to Harbor Illegal Aliens.

On June 1, 2006, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement located 13 illegal aliens at a
residence in Phoenix, who stated they were held at gunpoint and that the windows of the residence
were boarded up to prevent their escape.  It was later determined that four of the five defendants were
involved in guarding the illegal aliens at gunpoint.  At the house, a loaded .38 semi-automatic pistol
was found along with pollo lists, which are ledgers documenting the number of aliens harbored and
their smuggling fees.  The remaining defendant, Ramirez-Chavez, was arrested at his apartment,
where another firearm was located along with ammunition and over $6,000 in cash.  Judge Campbell
enhanced each defendant’s sentence after determining that a firearm was brandished during the
conspiracy and that more than 24 illegal aliens were harbored at the residence.

The investigation in this case was conducted by U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement.  The prosecution was handled by Lisa Jennis Settel, Assistant U.S. Attorney, District of
Arizona, Phoenix, Arizona
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